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In partnership with Arizona Public
Service Company (APS), New
Directions Institute for Infant Brain
Development recently expanded its
programs across the state, bringing
one-hour and four-hour “Wired for
Success” Workshops to Show Low,
Prescott, Flagstaff, Apache Junction,
Yuma and Tucson.  Trainers are 
available in each location to reach
out to new and expectant parents
and childcare providers with the
important information about how 
an infant’s brain develops and the
simple steps that parents and 
caregivers can take to ‘wire up’ 
their babies’ brains for success.   

Foster and adoptive families in the AzCA
Central (Maricopa County), Mid Central 
(Gila and Pinal Counties) and Southern (Santa
Cruz, Pima, Graham, Greenlee and Cochise
Counties) Regions are invited to sign on to 
our online foster care and adoption discussion
board. The Western (Mohave, LaPaz and
Yuma) and Northern (Yavapai, Coconino,
Navajo and Apache) Regions will be added in
the future. The idea of an online forum grew
out of the Central Region foster parent adviso-
ry group. “The families are all so busy and this
is an easy and convenient way for our families
to network and support each other,” said
Central Region foster care manager Michael
Wydra.  Recent topics on the discussion board
included therapist recommendations and help
for managing behaviors. The foster care and
adoption discussion board also provides an
opportunity for potential parents to find out
more about foster care and adoption and seek
advice from other parents or from Arizona’s
Children Association staff.

Visit www.arizonaschildren.org and click on
“Permanency” and “Adoption” or “Foster
Care” to get started.  

“Since our merger with Arizona’s
Children Association, we have been
focused on expanding the reach of
our information and programs to
parents and caregivers across the
state,” said Dr. Jill Stamm, director of
New Directions Institute for Infant
Brain Development.  “We have now
trained enthusiastic and dedicated
trainers across the state who are
ready to reach out to parents and
caregivers with important informa-
tion about the far-reaching effects 

In recognition of its 
15-year history of provid-
ing primary prevention
services to new and 
experienced parents in
Pima County, The Parent
Connection was recently
awarded the “Hope for
Arizona’s Children”
Award in the category 
of prevention by Prevent
Child Abuse Arizona. In
presenting the award,
Becky Ruffner, executive
director of Prevent Child
Abuse Arizona, recognized
the unique mission of 
The Parent Connection
and its array of programs
designed to reduce the
feelings of isolation and
frustration in parents that
can lead to child abuse.

of quality interactions with infants
and toddlers in the early years.”

To schedule a “Wired for Success”
one-hour workshop for your group
(minimum 30 participants), contact
NDI at 602.371.1366, and ask for
Jennifer.  For a list of the “Wired 
for Success” workshops in your 
community visit www.newdirection-
sinstitute.org and click on “Free
Workshops.”

ACROSS THE STATE

On Line Foster Care/
Adoption Discussion Board

The Parent Connection Wins 
“Hope for Arizona’s Children”
Award

Shown here are (l to r) Marc
Kellenberger, senior vice
president and chief develop-
ment officer, Arizona’s
Children Association, Kim
Metz, director, The Parent
Connection, and Becky
Ruffner, executive director of
Prevent Child Abuse Arizona.
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Each year, the March of Dimes holds
its annual walk in communities all
across the state.  This year, the
March of Dimes has changed the
name of its premiere fundraising
event to March for Babies. In recog-
nition of the name change, and the
importance of supporting children
across the state, the March of Dimes
is collaborating with K-mart and
Arizona’s Children Association to dis-
tribute necessities to families in need
on behalf of every participant who
raises $500 or more.  The families in
need will be Arizona’s Children

Books and reading time are some of the most valuable
gifts you can give your children.  In recognition of the
importance of reading to children every day and the 
difficulty and expense for some families to build their own
home libraries, the Read to Me, Tucson! partnership has
kicked off the Blue Book House Project.  The partnership
will distribute more than 15 Blue Book Houses with gently
used books to Tucson area community centers and social
services offices where families frequently visit. In celebra-
tion of “Love of Reading Week” in February, a Blue Book
House was stationed at The Parent Connection.

The wooden “Blue Book Houses” are approximately 14”
deep, 36” wide and 20” high, designed and built by IBM
employees in Tucson to house gently used books that can
be taken home and enjoyed by families who visit The
Parent Connection.  

Association families.  For example, 
for each walker who raises $500 to
$999, one family in need will receive
a newborn starter set and diaper
bag.  For each walker who raises
$2,500 to $4,999, one family in need
will receive a car seat, one case of
diapers, a newborn starter set and 
a diaper bag.  Prize levels go from
$500 to $10,000 with corresponding
donations to families.

According to Janice Decker, state
director for March of Dimes Arizona
Chapter, “Many of our supporters
suggested that rather than receiving
incentive gifts based on their 
donations that we use those funds 
to help local moms and babies. This
partnership with Arizona’s Children
Association and K-mart affords our
supporters the satisfaction of 
knowing their fundraising efforts 
are doing double duty – helping
March of Dimes and local families 
in need.”

For information about putting 
together a team for the March for
Babies, contact Angie McMahon,
March for Babies director at
602.287.9935 or e-mail her at
amcmahon@marchofdimes.com.  
To know more about the 
March for Babies, visit 
www.marchofdimes.com/Arizona.

“In 2005, 48% of Arizona’s fourth grade students scored
below the basic reading level, a rate of underperformance
that is 10% higher than the national average.  We know
that many of Tucson’s children are not being properly
exposed to books before they begin school.  The Blue
Book House Project is a great step forward to ensuring our
children’s future success,” says Dr. Mary Jan Bancroft,
executive director of Make Way For Books, a member of
the Read to Me, Tucson! Partnership.

“We are so pleased to offer these books to our families 
at no charge,” adds The Parent Connection director Kim
Metz. “This will bring the benefits of reading with their
children home for many of our families.” 

March 1 Lake Havasu City
March 8 Casa Grande
March 15 Nogales
March 29 Globe
April 12 Flagstaff
April 19 Metro Phoenix
April 19 Sierra Vista
April 26 Tucson
May 10 Kingman
Sept. 6 White Mountains
Sept. 13 Prescott
Sept. 13 Yuma
October 4 Safford

MARCH FOR BABIES

BIG BLUE HOUSE PROJECT 

Comes to The Parent Connection



Customers who visit any Reay’s Ranch Minit Market, Super Stop or
Gordon’s IGA Market in Pima, Gila, Cochise, Graham and Pinal 
counties or the Tucson metropolitan area between March 14 and
April 13 will be able to support the work of Arizona’s Children
Association in their community.   The theme of the tent cards on 
the gas pumps, posters on the door and stickers on the clerks is
“Together we can Make a Difference.” Customers will be offered 
the opportunity to support our work by purchasing a $1 placard.
Last year, Reay’s Ranch Investors presented a check for $60,038 
to Arizona’s Children Association, a 107% increase over 
the previous year.  We encourage you to visit a Reay’s Ranch 
store during the campaign and show your support.

"Reay's Ranch Investors is looking forward to our 3rd annual charity
drive in support of the Arizona's Children Association” said Richard
Couch, Chief Operations Officer and General Manager with Reay’s
Ranch. “The money raised not only is invested back into the commu-
nity where it was donated, but it has impacted the lives of some 
of our very own employees in their time of need."

The New Directions Institute for Infant Brain Development will honor
Governor Janet Napolitano with the Science of Early Learning Award at
this year’s Science of Early Learning Luncheon themed, “Bright from the
Start.”  The keynote speaker at the luncheon is Governor James B. Hunt,
four-term governor of North Carolina (1977-1985; 1993-2001).  As 
governor, Hunt focused on early childhood development and improving
the quality of teaching in America.  His Smart Start program is a 
nonprofit, public-private partnership rooted in each of North Carolina’s
one hundred counties providing quality child care, health care, and 
family support for each child who needs it.

“These are two of the most powerful and passionate speakers I can
imagine,” said Adelaida Severson, co-chair of the “Bright from the Start”
luncheon.  “Governor Napolitano has been a champion for quality early
education and Governor Hunt will tell his story about how a focus 
on quality early care made a significant difference in his state then and
now.  This is a message that everyone should hear.”  

For sponsorship information or to reserve a table or seat at the 
luncheon, contact Marc Kellenberger, 800.944.7611, ext. 271 or 
email mkellenberger@arizonaschildren.org.
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Together We Can Make a Difference

Reay’s Ranch Investors Kicks off 
Third Annual Fundraising Drive

Calendar of 
Upcoming Events
Online Registration is now available 

for most events!  Please visit our 
‘Upcoming Events’ page at 

www.arizonaschildren.org/events.htm. 

APRIL 25 & 26, 2008
5th Annual McDowell Mountain 
Music Festival 
Westworld, Scottsdale. 
50% of proceeds from this event go 
to our Golden Gate Community Center 
in Phoenix.  Tickets available at
www.mmmf.net. To volunteer for this 
event, contact Leah Stegman at
lstegman@arizonaschildren.org.  
For sponsorship information, contact 
Kelly Laabs at 602.343.0233 or email
kelly@mmmf.net. 

MAY 8, 2008
“Bright from the Start” 5th Annual 
New Directions Science of Early 
Learning Award Luncheon  
Arizona Biltmore, Phoenix.
Contact Marc Kellenberger for more 
information at 602.234.3733 ext. 136 or
email mkellenberger@arizonaschildren.org. 

MAY 10, 2008
John Boemer Yuma Golf Tournament 
Yuma Country Club, Yuma.
Contact Dubia Zaragoza for more 
information at 928.726.4335 ext. 135 or
email her at dzaragoza@arizonaschildren.org.

JUNE 28, 2008
Celebrate! Circle of Champions 
Award Dinner
Prescott Resort, Prescott.  
Contact Lee Hartmann for more 
information at 800.944.7611 ext. 302 or
email her at lhartmann@arizonaschildren.org.

CENTRAL REGION
2833 North Third Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85004

602.234.3733

MID-CENTRAL REGION
2066 West Apache Trail,

Suite 112
Apache Junction, 

Arizona 85220
480.503.8530

NORTHERN REGION
440 North Washington

Avenue
Prescott, Arizona 86301

928.443.1991

SOUTHERN REGION
2700 South Eighth

Avenue
Tucson, Arizona 85713

520.622.7611

WESTERN REGION
3780 South 4th Avenue Extension, Suite I

Yuma, Arizona 85365
928.344.8800

REGIONAL OFFICES
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PREVENTION
1. The Parent 

Connection*
2. Child Haven*
3. Golden Gate

Community Center*
4. New and Expectant

Parent Education
5. Substance Abuse 

Education
6. Healthy Families
7. Parenting Classes
8. Star Mentor Program
9. New Directions 

Institute for Infant Brain
Development*

10. Early Childhood 
Training

11. Promotoras de 
Bienestar

12. Head Start
13. Pathways to Success

INTERVENTION
1. Nuestra Familia
2. AOC Tutoring Program
3. Respite Care
4. In Home Family 

Support Services
5. Individual, Family and 

Group Counseling
6. Las Familias Angel

Center for Childhood
Sexual Abuse
Treatment*

7. La Cañada Substance
Abuse Treatment
Center

8. Child & Divorce 
Workshop

9. The Nellie P. Covert 
School

10. Rapid Response
11. Renewing Arizona

Family Traditions
(RAFT)

12. After School Partial 
Care

13. Summer Day
Treatment

14. Home Care Training to
Client (HCTC) in 
Treatment Foster 
Homes

15. Cornerstone 
Substance Abuse 
Treatment Program

16. School-based
Counseling

17. Parent Aide Services
18. Independent Living 

Services
19. Outpatient Services

PERMANENCY
1. Kinship and Adoption

Resource and
Education (KARE)
Family Center

2. Foster Care
3. DES Adoptions
4. Private Adoption 

Home Study/ 
Post-Placement 
Supervision

5. Interstate Compact for
the Placement of
Children (ICPC)

SPECIAL PROGRAMS
1. Life Book Program
2. Infant Adoption

Awareness 
3. Volunteer Program

*Indicates Members of 
AzCA Family of Agencies

Dear Supporters:

"The only way to have 
a friend is to be one." 

–Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Over the years, we have formed some great 
partnerships and made some wonderful friends. In
our work, as in our lives, friendship is a two-way
street.  We each put our best foot forward in the
relationship and great things happen.  Our great
friends at Freeport McMoran Copper & Gold,
Inc., joined with us in a partnership to expand
The Parent Connection programs across the state
to all of the locations where FMI has employees.
FMI employees benefit from The Parent
Connection programs in their communities; we
expand our programs to help more children and
families.  Reay’s Ranch Market employees have
recently embarked on their third annual fund
raising event for AzCA, soliciting contributions
from customers in all of their stores.  Reay’s
employees enjoy the competition and recognition,
and last year, AzCA received a $60,000 contribu-
tion to fund programs in the communities where
the funds are raised.  The Prescott Celebrate! 
committee meets regularly to socialize and make
plans for the upcoming Celebrate Prescott event,
and all funds raised in that event fund programs
and services in Prescott.  In Yuma, the community
comes together for the Penny Pitch golf tourna-
ment, Penny Pitch event and upcoming John
Boemer golf tournament.  Each event has 
expanded its outreach and results in the past 
years, and volunteers start planning the next event
as soon as the previous event is over.  In return,
programs have been founded and funded for the
citizens of Yuma that would have never been 
possible without the proceeds from these events.
We are proud of our friendships and partnerships
with some of the best companies in Arizona.  We
are loyal and trustworthy friends in return, with
our dedication to serving vulnerable children and
families in our state.

Sincerely,

Fred Chaffee

President & CEO

rev.21508

The good news is, this holiday season was the best ever for Arizona’s
Children. Generous companies led toy drives and food drives and
sponsored families for the holidays. Generous donors contributed
more than ever.  The bad news is, TODAY in Arizona, more than 20
new children entered the foster care system. Over the last six month
reporting period in Arizona, more than 3,600 children entered foster
care. That’s 3,600 children coming into care with little more than the
clothes on their back. While we did well over the holidays, the needs
continue. Businesses and organizations across the state are invited to
join with Arizona’s Children in conducting volunteer drives for the 
little items that will make a big difference in the lives of children in
foster care. Conduct a “Just for Me Bag” drive to collect items for a
child’s first night in care such as blankets, pajamas, toothbrushes, etc.
Or collect books and toys, toiletries or school supplies. We will help
you out with a step-by-step handbook, collection ideas and pick up
of items.  All of the items are needed all year round. Contact Barb
Dunn at 520-622-7611 or 800-947-7611 ext. 1341 or email her at
bdunn@arizonaschildren.org to learn how to organize a collection
drive in your area.

Make a Big Difference at a Good Time

 



Thank you United Way
We apply to United Ways across the state each year for
funding for programs and services that we would otherwise
not be able to offer to children and families.  We are 
grateful for their ongoing support. 
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Arizona’s Children Association received
our first United Way contribution from

the Tucson Community Chest 
(a program for allocating campaign

funds) on January 18, 1923 in 
the amount of $102.96.

F A C T O I D

Valley of the Sun United Way: 
New Directions
Golden Gate Strong Youth/Strong

Communities
Golden Gate Preventive Health 

& Fitness
Golden Gate Life-Long Learning
Nuestra Familia

United Way of Tucson and
Southern Arizona:
The Parent Connection
Las Familias

River Cities United Way
(Mohave & La Paz County):
Independent Living Program

United Way of Yavapai County:
Child Haven




